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the water of life. He meant that the soul
that was athirst could receive a draught of
a spring of cool refreshment and living joy.
He did not mean a set of doctrines; doctrines
are to life what parchments and title-deeds
are to an estate with woods and waters,
fields and gardens, houses and cottages, and
live people moving to and fro. It is of no
use to possess the title-deed if one does not
visit one's estate. Doctrines are an attempt
to state, in bare and precise language, ideas
and thoughts dear and fresh to the heart.
It is in qualities, hopes, and affections that
we live; and if our eyes are opened, we can
see, as my friend dreamed he saw, the
surface of the hard rock full of moving
points, and shimmering with threads of
swift life, when the sun has fallen from the
height, and the wind comes cool across the
moor from the open gates of the evening.